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Prxoverss XXVIII. 4. 


They that forſake®the Law, praiſe 
the Wicked : But ſuch as kee eep 
the Law. contend with them. 


[HOUGH it be found im- 
| poſlible, by any Human Me- 
thods, to Baniſh, and Expel _ 


Sz out of the World : This Ememy is 
B : ſo 
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2 A Sermon for 
ſo entrench'd and tortify'd; thatno cre- 
ated Power or Skill is able totally tg 
Vanquiſh, and Drive him out,-either 
from particular Perſons, or Conimuni- 
ties of Men : The fame Concluſion 
ht not to be made concerning oper 
Wickedneſs, and the vilible: Practice of 
Sin, there iS'a pollibility of Subduing 


this Monſter :*As *tis found poſlible to | 


ridd a Country of ſome Species of Ra- 
pacious Beaſts, tho' *tis imprafable to 
deſtroy all the Vermin, which lie un- 
: der Ground, and*are hid 3 in Holes, and 
Dens of the Earth. That Sin which is 
conceal'd in the "Heart, or is acted in 
| ſecret, Iyeth out of the reach of Human 
Attempts, a Divine Almighty - Arm 
'alone is able to cruſh, and deſtroy. it : 

But when this Peſtilence waſheth at 
Noon-day, and appears in the places of 
Concourſe, this Cale admits a Remedy, 
and there are proper Methods which, 

under the Divine- 
to ſtop the Plague of Wickedzeſs. The 
God of the whole Earth has not#aban- 
domd*it to be waſted by-this Infeior, 
without Means of refiſting, and remo- 


ving it. '©Tis reaſonable to conclude, 
. | * That 
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Reformation of Manners. 3 
That He hath formed Men into Cui! 


Societies, on this Deſign, that Order, 


and Government, Laws, and Puniſhments 
might be apply'd to the reſtraining of 
Sin and Immorality. For the beſt or- 
der'd Societies could not be either plea- 
ſing to'God, (as the Wiſeſt | 

Pagans judged they were) Cicero Somr. 


| or, inthe ifſue, advantige- 


oas to Men, it they did only relieve 
the Nereſſeties, and miniſter.to:the Safe- 
ty, and Pleaſure of Lifez,and did not 
ſerve the higher Deſign - of reprefiing 
Vices, and purging the [mpuritie that 
defiles the World, and threatens Ruine. 
to whole Nations. 

We of this Nation have long experi- 
enc'd the vigilant Care, and continued 
Kindneſs. of Heaven, which have de- 
feated the pernicious Deſigns of our E- 
nemies, "deliver d us from many threat- 
ning Dangers, and Crown'd us with 
diſtinguiſhing \Mercies. How. inexcu- 
ſable (hall we be, if we abuſeand forfeit 
the Kindneſs of God, and by doing 


+ Wickedly, provoke him- to Tarn, and 
Deſtroy us after he hath done us Good # 


(Joſh. 24. 20.) And nothing can pre- 
| B 2 . vent 


4 A Sermon for 
vent ſo diſmal an Iflue-of Things, but a 
vigorous Eudeavour to check the Con- 
tagion of Vice,by a conſtant Proſecuting 
of the truly ' Chriſtian Deſign already 
enter'd upon, ofReforming the Lives of 
Men.and repreſling the Vices, which too 
long have reproach'd this Nation : Unto 
which Deſign,” the inſtruttive Words of 
Solomon, that 'have'been' rextl, ;give an 
encouraging -Aſhiftance : For they both 
direct tothe proper Methody Se TE 
to be uſed; and enforce that Directi- 
on by cogent 'Motives, drawn ' from 
the infamous Character of thoſe who 
praiſe the Wicked and the*Honouring 
 » Title of thoſe who contend- with (or 
againſt) them. They that forſake the 
Law, praiſe the W hed : But ſuch as keep 
the Law. contend with them. 

The latter part of .this Aphoriſm 1s 
more directly ſutable to the occaſion 
of this Day : but the former part, 
contains an Inſtruction, that is not 
imptoper to be ſerioufly refleAtd on, 
at_ this time, in which I ſhall en- 
deavour to afliſt you, by 


[. Deſcribing the Apnt ſpoken of : 


They that forſake ite Law. 
Il. Ex- 


# 
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II. Explaining the Action alcribed 

to them : Praiſe the Wicked. 
' MI. Repreſenting the horrid Cha- 
racter of both. As to the 

I. The Agents are ſaid to forſake 
the Law. I take it for granted, that 
the Divine Law 1s here to be under- 
, ſtood, (as in two other *Verles of 
this Chapter, 7, and 9. the Law, with- 
out any addition, , 1S-10 interpreted._) 
For it 1s not univerſally a Crime to 
forſake a mere Human Law, which 
may be ſo framed, that we are obli- 
ged to torighy- 4nd contradict it, But 
the Divine'Law has ſuch eternal, and * 
invariable Equity, and carries fo un- 
' Changable Obligation , that nothing 
can, juſtify the forſaking of. it. 'Tis 
the heavieſt charge, that. can be drawn 
up againſt any Perſons, *that they have 
forſaken the Law of God, and | the 
moſt diſmal Puniſhments are threat- 
ned to ſuch, TJerem. 9. 13, 15, 16. 
And the Lord ſqith, Becauſe they have 
forſaken my Law which 1 ſet before 
| them 5, — Therefare thus ſaith the Lord 

of Hoſts, the God of Iſrael, Behold I will 
feed them, even this People with Worm 
| B 3 ' * wood, 
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6 A Sermon for 
wood, and give them Water of Gall to 
drink — And I will ſend a Sword. after 
' them, till 1 have: eomſumed them.:+ The 
forſaking of the Divine Law is not a 
light trivial matter in the eyes of God, 
as 1t.1s too commonly in thofe of Men. 
' But this forſaking gf the Law, 1s not 
the mere tranſgretiing of it, by -particu- 
lar Omiſhon of Duty, and Commiſſion 
of- Sin; for both theſe are confiſtent 
* with the Favour 'of God, and may 
comport, with the keeping of the Law, 
in the Evangelick Senſe.. Forlaking ot 
the Law, in Scripture Style, imports 
ſuch adeſerting, or revolting from, it, 
as renders it aſtieſs and ineffeCtual for 
the ordering vf our Actions : The Dix 
vine Rule is renounced, and its Toke caſt 
off, by chooſing and obeying another, 
and contrary Taw, even that of Sin. 
And though theſe Lawleſs Ones are-un- 
willing to acknowledge their true Cha- 
rater, and ready to profeſs a reſpect to 
the Law of God, yet we ſhall certainly 
know 'em by their Fruits, and particu- 
larly, by their praiſing of the Wicked, 
which is | | 
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Reformation of Manners. 7 

I. The Attion aſcribed to them who 
forſake the Law : to underſtand which, 
we muſt not reſtrain the term Praiſe to 
the nafrow Senſe, that in common diſ-- 
courſe we fix on it, 4s it it denoted only 
a Verbal Commendation, though this 
Senſe is not excluded. ' The Practiſe 
has been, and ſtill is, too commoh of 
abſolving and juſtifying of bad Men, 


(when 'tis ſaid to a Wicked Man, Thox 


art righteons, Cap. 244 24.) 

and'of adorning with' flat= The 70_Int. 
tering Excominms , thoſe najua ues. 
who deſerve general adhorrence. How 
often have thoſe: Noble Things, Wt 
and Eloquence, been bafely employ'd in 
extolling the worſt Perſons and Things. 
The Auditors of a perfecuting Herod ap- 
plauded his Oration, by this impious 
Acclamation, Jt is the voice of a God, 
and not of a Man, A&s 12. 22. Which 
Blaſphemous Adulation was terribly 
confuted by the Divine Vengeance 
which condemned that Mortal God to 
be eaten by Worms, while he liv'd, and 
by that opprobrious Diſeaſe «to end his 
Life. Such another piece of ridiculous. 
Blaſphemy, an Atheiſtick Poet was guilty 

| B 
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off, in praiſing his Maſter E- 
_—  picurns, whom he makes a 
#3 God, becauſe he had+boldly 
_ deny'd a Providence, and a #uture 
State 3 as if by this rare Diſcoverie, 
He had been a: more worthy Benef«- 
Gor to Mankind, than thoſe, whoſe 
Inventions had miniſtred to the Ad- 
vantage and Pleaſure of Life. - 

But beſides Praifing by Words and 
Language, there 1s another, by- actions 
which conciliate eſteem, and honour 
to a Perſon. As. when 'tis' faid of 
the Vertuous Woman, | that © her own 
. Works praiſe her in the "gates, Prov. 
' 31. 31. #. e. Do create eſteem and 
_ reſpe&t to her. The Wicked are thus 


praiſed, when they are encourag'd and: 


' favour'd by thoſe who have Authority, 
and occaſion. to diſcourage and: de- 
preſs them : When Honours are plac'd 
upon them, who declare themſelves 
to be Enemies of Righteonſneſs. This 
hath been too. commonly practisd in 
all Ages: In the, times of Pagan Ig- 
norance, ſome vile and brutiſh Mit- 
creants have been. Deify'd, and Wor- 
ſhip'd after their Death, and Divine 

: Honour 


Refurmation of Manners. . 9 
Honour pay'd to thoſe who deferv'd 
the: moſt general abhorrence ; (as the 
inſtances. of the Cretar Jupiter, and fe- 
veral others, evince.) The 72ht of the 
Goſpel hath baniſht this impious uſage 
from the Places which enjoy it; but 
even among Profeſſing ( kriſtians, 't1s 
become too..common 4. Spectacle, that 
the vileſt.of Men are favourd, and 
advanc'd, and* find {everal who patro- 
nize, and protect them : which pra- 
ctice provd fatal to the Benjamite 
Tribe, from which the other” Tribes, 
in a ſolemn. manner, demanded the 
delivering up of {ome Children of Be- 
Lal, (Judg. 20 12.) that they might 
be put to death, and by this means, 
evil might be put away from Tfracl-: 
But /('tis- added) the Chilaren of Ben- 


Jamin would not hearken to the woice 


of their Brethren, The diſmal cen: 
ſequent of .this_ favouring of' Evil- 
doers, is largely related. in the Sacred 
Hiſtory, to. deter all others from this 
praiſing or patronizing - of Wicked 
Men. To which purpole it will be 
uſeful]. 


o 


II. To 


IO A Sermon for 

HI. To repreſent the horrid Cha- 
rater, both of the Agents here men- 
tioned, and the, Act aſcribed to them : 
The former is evident at firſt view : 


He that forſakes the Divine Law | 


bears the, blackeſt marks of Horror. 
For 

1. He 1s guilty of the worſt Treaſor 
and Rebellion : He revolts. from his 
rightful Ruler, he lifts up his ' hand 
a6:inſ his Father, and makes War 
againſt the higheſt, and beſt Sovereign. 
Who would not dread ſo infamous 
a Character > Who would - be patient 
of ſo reproachful a Name? A meer 
. tranſgreſing of the Law, is not re- 

belling- againſt Heaven, but the for- 
faking of it, , can have no milder 
name ; ſuch whto deſert and- renounce 
the Law, /do in effect lay to the Al- 
mighty, He ſhall not reign over ; us ; 
we owe n0 ſubjection, or obedience, to 
the God that | made us. A Language 
that is ſo intolerable, that even, un- 
godly Men are aſhamed to utter it 


with their Lips. 


2. There 
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2. There is the baſeſt perfidionſneſs 
in the forfaking ot the Divine Law 
by thoſe. who. profeſs Rehgion : For 
fuch, at the ſame time, forſake the Co- 
 venant” of God, and virtually renounce 
their very. Baptiſm. There can't be-a 
more infamous CharatGter than that of 
a Perfidious Wretch :, This expoſeth an 
Adultreſs to the heavie(t reproach, that 
when ſhe forſaketh the guide of her 
Touth, ſhe allo forgets the Covenant of 
her God, Prov. 2.17. All whoare de- 
dicated to the blefled God, by Baptiſm, 
; become Children of the Covenant, (Acts 
3,25-) which ſtrongly obliges them to 
keep the Divine Law. | 

3: There is in thoſe who forſake the 
Law, the worſt Cruelty to themſelves, 
who thereby caft themſelves into the 
forlorn State of Out-Laws, thev deprive 
themſelves of the Divine Protection, 
and no condition can be ſo deplorable. 
All the” Defences . which Power and 
Wealth, which Wiſdom and Alliances 
can raiſe up, will prove refuges of lyes, 
when the Divine Shadow and Protection 
are withdrawn, Nu. 14. 9. The 
potent warlike Nations of Canaan be- 

| came 
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came Bread, z. e. eaſily devoured, when 
their defence was departed from them. 
No tidings can be 1o ſad, as the Reply 
which God made to the Iſraelftes, Te 
bave forſaken me — Wherefore” T 'will 
deliver you no more, Jad: 10. 13. Oh | 
whether ſhall we reſort for Saccour and 
Safety, when the Rock of Iſrael doth 
ſell and abandon us ? 

As to the Act, praiſing of the Wicked, 
nothing can be more- reproachtul, be- 
cauſe it carrieth in it, 

1. The moſt ſtupid Folly and Teno- 
rance : For there is not a more hideous 
deformed Monſter in the World than 
a Wicked Perſon, he has no Comlinels 
or Beauty, but is a moſt niſhapen, di- 
ſtorted Thing, deſtitute of the Divine, 
Beautitying Image, and a very picture 
of the Devil, whoſe Child he 1s. What 
inexcuſable folly muſt it- be to praiſe 
and commend ſuch an one, yea, or to 
cheriſh the Vipers, - whoſe poiſon infects 
the places where they breath. And 

2. There is notorious i»juſtice in the 
praiſing and favouring of Wicked Men : 
Praiſe, and Encouragement can't be due 


to ſuch, theſe are the juſt CNT I 
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of Religion and Goodneſs whereas 
Shame 1s the Promotion that belongs to 
Fools or Wicked Men, as it is affirmed, 
Prov. 3. 35. If we will act juſtly; we 
ought to delpile a vile Perſon, for 
no Praile or Honour are due to him. 
The Wiſdom oft molt Lawgivers hath 
directed to appoint {uch Puniſhments of 
Evil Doers, as carry Shame and Reproach 
as well as Pain and Lols, by which they 
are more adapted to attain the end of 
Puniſhment, which 1s the maintainin 

of Moral Order in- the World. And 
itis moſt equitable, that they who are 
the blemiſh'ot Human Race, and of the 
Society they belong to, ſhould bear 
their Shame ; according to the Sentence 
pronounced on Judah, Ezek. 16. 52. 
Bear thine own ſhame, for thy Sins, which 
thou haſt committed — Tea, be thon con- 
founded alſo, and bear thy ſhame. We 
might hop? to ſee happy days, if fr 
were conſtantly attended with repreach, 
and not find Praiſe, and Eſteem, as ir 
has too.often done. Fhere is little ho 

of vanquiſhing this Monſter, while /it 
15 nouriſhed with (o {trengthoing Food 
as Reputation and Hongur : It once this 
Proviien 


I 4 A Sermon for (©. 

Proviſion could be cut off, Vice and 
Impiety would loſe the Day, and Refor- 
mation of Manzers have deſired Succeſs ; 
provided we comply with the Method 
laid down in the latter part of the 
Text : But they that keep the Law con- 
tend with them, or, againſt Wicked 
Men. ++ 

In ſpeaking-to this, *tis not neceſſary 
.to inliſf. on the Character given to the 
Agents," They that keep the Law, (which 
is directly oppolite to the Forſaking of 
the Law ) which imports; an inward 
ſutable eſteemof the DivineEaw,which 
is choſen as a Trea(ure, and guarded in 
the heart, againſevery-thing that oppo- 
ſeth it, and allo an habitual Obſervation 
of it, {o that it becqmes the Meaſureand 
Rule. of. the Converſation, which is 
conducted not by the Will and Luſts 
of Men, but by the Will of God. This 
is one conſtant effeft of. the Grace of 
God, which works Repentance unto 
Salvation, to.write the Divine Law in 
the Heart; and give it the chief Domi- 
non over the whole Man, ſo that the 
whole Courſe of his Lite 4s guided 


by the Holy Commandment of God. 
Concerning 
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Concerning theſe, it is faid, They 
contend with the Wicked, which Aftion 
I ſhall endeavour both to deſcribe, and 
recommend :. In deſcribing this unpor- 
'tant Action, we are obliged to<nquire 
into theſe thingg which it ſuppolethy as 
welt as to ſet down the poſitive inſtan- 
ces of it. 

The contending . with, or again(t 
Wicked Men, ſuppoſeth an-afting on 
our ſelves; the Original Word being 
ſo expreſſed, as to denote- a reflex Ope- 
ration. And ſome, who have narrowly 
conſidered'the force of the He- 
brew Verb, have rendered it,  Coccei 
ſtir up themſelves. Tis. evi- _— 
dent,” none can contend with 
another, who doth not firſt ſtir himſelf ; 
Sampſons great Strength could not be 
ſerviceable to him, when the Philiſtines 
were upon him,;. until he was awak'd, 
and did quit- his unaCtive poſture. It 
our Souls are afleep, and: {tupid, void 
of active. Principles, - whieh are to be 
exerted ,  'tis impoſlible we ſhould 
rightly contend with Wicked Men, 
which abſolutely requires the aCting ot 
the following Diſpotitions, 

| , Sorrow | 


& 
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Sorrow for the ſens of others. He that 
can view the Impieties, or Immorali- 
ties, of others, with delight, and take 
pleaſure i in thoſe who violate the Divine 
Laws, wilt not ſincerely contend with 
Wicked Men." But a taarty diſpleaſure 
again(t Sin, engageth unto this conten- 
ding. This Principle moved righteous 
Lot to reprove and - contradict the Wic- 


ked Sodomites, whoſe unlawtul deeds | 


did {o affect him, that in ſeeing and 
hearing of them, ent, He vext his righteous 
foul from day to aay, 2 Pet. 2. 8., The 
Lot +6 Paul, though he ſtood fi ingle 
and alone, contended with-the Idola- 
trous Athenians, becauſe his Spirit was 
ſtirr'd in him when he ſaw the © City 
wholly given to Idolatry, Acts 17. 16. 
That Spectacle, which others beheld 
with patience and pleaſure, wrought a 
Paroxyſm of Sorrow in lus Holy Soul. 
The Jews thought themfelves'as much 
oblig'd to rent their Garments when 
they heard Blaſpheming Language, as 
/ when the moſt forrowtful Tidings were 
' brought to them. There 1s no. Law 
which binds us to tear our Cloaths, at 
the hearing of impious Words, or F ight 
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of wicked deeds; but we are ob- 
lig'd to'rent our Hearts, with Re- 
ligious Sorrow and Dilpleaſnre. 


Zeal for the Honour of God. and 
Tatereſt o 


f Religion, 1s neceſſary for 
the due nerffrmings of this Acti- 


+ on.*Ohe who 1s unconcern'd about 


theſe things, will 'not contend 
earneſtly againſt wicked Men. The 
Epheſian Chriſtians have got im- 
mortal "Renown, - by the Character - 
given”em bythe Redeemer, in the 
Epiſtle addreſt -to that Church. 
Revelat. 2. 2. T know thy Works, 
and how thou canit not bear them 
that are Evil. This Chriſtian Teal 
much contributed to make a golden * 
happy Age to the Primitive Charch, 
and would again reſtore ##, might 
it pleaſe the bleſſed God to ſend 
down * this Heavenly Fire : But 
when many profeſſing Chriſtians 
are lIakewarm, and unconcern'd for 
the cauſe of our Common Religi- - 

C ON, 
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on, this obſtructs the colluncling 
againſt Vice, and thoſe who ope 
ly affront the Laws of God. wo 
eas is Celebrated, for his Execu- 
ting Judgment on ſome great De- 
linquents, againſt whom he con- 
tended”;” becauſe he was ated by 
holy Zeal for the Name of God, 
Nym. 25: IL. 


' Fortitude | bs he Cauſe of God y 


and Religion, is another Principle 
of this Attion. -. A Spirit of Fear 
and Cowardice, doth ,wholly un- 


fit for this Gervice: When the Pro- |. 


phet Ezekiel - was ſent to the Re- 
bellious - Houſe of - ]rael, with a 
Commiſſion to contend with that 
degenerate, People , this was the 
firſt . of .his Inſtructions. Thou 
Son of Map, be not afraid of them, 
neither be. afraid of their Words, 
tho Briars-. Thorns be with 


thee, and thow-doſt dwell among 
Con- 


Sonya, Fc. Exek. 2. 6. 
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Confidence in the Divine Alſi- 
ſance : + If we make fleſh our Arm, 
and = on created ſtretigth, we 


| ſhall quickly be diſcouraged, and 


our hands will be weakned, when 


we experience the difficuſty of this 


Undertaking : None can in a right 
manner. contend againſt wicked 


1 Men, who makes-not the Almighty 


God his ſupport, and confidence: - 
In the laſt place. 


Charity, towards the Perſons of 


- |-Withed Mer, is a neceſſary diſpo- 
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ſition 'in this contending with 
them. For it is not an hoſtile 
AF, proceeding from malevolence 
and hatred to them, but an In- 
ſtance of. the moſt real'kindnels, 
and defign'd to deliver them. from 
the worſt miſery : This "Combat . - 
is manag'd againſt Sin, whittr is the 
ſnare of Death, and'Gate to Fter-. 
nal Perdition. None ever. {ſo 

C2 earneſtly 


& 
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earneſtly contended with+ un od- 
ly Men,. as our Lord Jeſus'Qh 
who was always ated 
moſt ufeigned , ardent” Love to 
Sinners, whoſe higheſt Happineſs 
was conſtantly deſigned by him. 

We cane now to lay down the 
Inſi nces, of this contending 

icked Men : And *tis brios O 

any conſidefing, minds?” Thar AC- 
cording to the Various: C: Sadie 
of Perſons, there are” Ys COr- 
reſponding Infancy "of this impor- 
rant Daty. 


I, The exerciſe” "of Legiſlative | 


Authority , in making Laws "to 
*- prohibit all open' Wickedneſs. 


The Magiſtrates Sword mult be- 


brought forth, and placed in view ; 


_* that ſuch, who fear' not the Diſ-J 


pleaſure of God, or the Reproach- 
es of Conſcience , and of good 


Men , may be check'd .and awed. 


by. a menacing Law ; -which is the 


proper Inſtrument of reprefling E- 
vil 
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vil Doers. A Ruler doth not 
- anſwer bis high - Character , if. he 
is not a Terror to Evil Works : 
as the Apoſtle peaks, Rome. 12. 3. 
This. has been 2 od , even 

by thoſe: who, have ,wanted the 
| knowledge of . the true God. 
There never 'Was a civiliz'd People 
:deltitute "of Laws, to prohibit 
that which is ' openly wicked : 
We read how a Heathen Neby- 
chadnazer, Publiſh'd his Royal E- 
did, arm'd with ſevere Penalties, a- 
againſt thoſe wha ſhould ſpeak any 
.thing”atmiſs againſt the trus God, 
I] Da#. 3.29. Blefſed beGod, who has 
influenc'd our Law-givers to enact 
| various Laws, to gtiard th: Honour 

of the Name, and Truth,and Day of 
4 God. - I know not a Nation {in the 
World, which has ſo abundant pro- 
viſion of Excellent Laws againſt Sin 
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Jand Impiety. as our own :" But if the 


K w ſhonld {kep,it loſes all itsforce, 
can't reach its end,. and the worſt 
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Crimes will prove inlolent: therefore 
If. The | aftual-. upiſhing of 


ſuch who are fou "Suilty ,: is 
included in. the ing with 


wicked Men. If the Law be not | 


arm*d. wit OA, tisan.Idal, 
which has” agds , -but ; handles 
not; and theſe Hands are alto- 


octher uſeleſs, if they ſtxike not 
thoſe who affront Fr 'di{obey 
Righteous Laws. ;To indulge and 
ſpare fuch Offenders, is Cruelty to 
them, as well as to the Pub- 
lick : When'thoſe.who' have been 
intruſted with Power to Execute 
Laws, have negled&ed this part of I 
their Duty, the conſequent aps 
been very diſmal ; This tick on 
awakens Divine Juſtice, whi 

ſuch occaſion, hath, uſed very "fe 
vere Methods. Fol towards them 
who have merited the Penaltie , 
and thoſe who have not inflicted 
it. The Examples of E/; 'and 
David are well known, in whom, 
when 
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when Parental AﬀeCtion ſo far 
prevail'd , that they neglefted to 
puniſh thieir *Children , the $Sn-. 
preme Judge, did on that occa- 
fion uſe his own Sword, and 
ſtrike both Parents "and Children, 
In © the "Hiſtory; of the. former, 


there is a very inſtrudtive Pafhge 


1 Sam. 3.13. I have told him 
(God ſpeaks of Ez) that 'T will 
Judge his Houſe:or ever , for the 
[niquity which he knoweth *, "be« 
cauſe his Sons made themſeloes 
vile, and  he' reſtrained then , not. 
Elzs Office as a Magi ſtrate, | ob- 


: lig'd him to puniſh his own Sons, 


and nothing could excuſe his' ne- 
ple, or prevent the terrible pro- 
ceedings of Divine Severity. If 
there be grommd (which 1 deter- 
mine not ) for. the conjecture of 
onr "Tranſlators, who in the Mar- 
gin have alter'd' the word' reſtrain, 
into frown; 'it intimates, that the 
frown of a - Magiſtrate, att indi- 
C 4 cation 


hs Kicagon: Sp. his diſpteaare againſt 
Vice, belongs tothis Office, and has 
SITES aptitude 0. es that which 
————— 


| 


HL. Taſtance of - this nar | 
_ ing with-witked Men, - 4s ſolemn 
pleading and. proteſting - againſt + 
= s, by ae. Of- 

e requires it. viſtrate hath 
many occaſions of bearing a-pab- 
tick-Teſtimony againſt Sin, and 

» Evil Courſes. As. we read, Ne- 
hemiah ( the Governour of the 
- JewHh State ) judg'd® it his duty 
to teſtify againſt the prophana- 
tion of the Sabbath, and. .contend- F 
ed with the Nobles of Judah | » 
whoſe bad Examples might have 
corrupted others,” Nehem, 13. 17. 
Such - a Remonltrance , made by 
' one cloath'd with Authority _ 
very Serviceable 'to repreſs Sin, 
— which often deſpiſes the: beſt Rea 


' ſons that are. urged by thoſe of a 
private 
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priyate Condition. ;Tis the .un-. -- © 
queſtionable Duty of all Miniſters ! 2, 


to plead the Cauſe of Religion, 
againſt every thing that. oppoſeth 
it, with an unwearied Conftan- 


Cy; herein, ; irate are to imitate 


their gre who did - not 
Gently, 2 hes FVicesl pf the 
Age , and People tg whim. he 
was ſent, but on all proper  OC- 
calions teſtified of the World, that © 
its Warks were Evil; as himſelf hath 
declared a0 7/3. abt; 


. JV. Inſtance of this contending 
with Wicked Men , 1s particular 
Fproving of Sin, when a juſt oc- 
Eon is offexd. This Office of 
Charity 1s enjoin'd by, the .Great 
Law , - which requires every one 
to love, his Nei ghbour, as him- 
ſelf.. This Subject haz been fre- 
ety diſcourſt, and the Duty, of » 
raternal reproving been. preſt,. tho! - 
(cis to be fear'd) without deſired 

ſuccels. 
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ſucceſs. "Indeed *tis found very 
difticut to overcome the  tvowrie , 
| or-culpable Modeſty, which gene- 
| rally obſtrufts the performance of 
_ this excellent Duty. But there is 
another kind gf reproving, which 
hath more facility, and would 
produce good effect, . vis. The 
with-holding of familiar Converſe 
from vicious Perſons, which is 
expreſly enjoyned by the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 5. 11. T have writtey to you 
not to keep Company, ift-any Man, 
that is called a Brother, be a For- 
nicator.,, or Covetous,, ——or'a. 
Drunkard— with ſuch a one, no 
not to eat. I queſtion not, but_ 
the practiſing of this one Rule, 
did very much contribute to the 
purity of the Chriſtian? Charch , 
in' her Virgin Age, wh e He- 
roick Piety of Chriſtians, did adorn 
their Doctrine, 'and more ſuccel- 
cesfully vindicate the'Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, than the moſt Learned A- 

pologies 
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logies publiſl'd in Defence of. 
it. And indeed, the ſtricteſt Diſ- 
cipline , and Ecclefiaſtick: Cenſures; 
(though a proper Method of re- 
preſling Vice ) can't attain their 
End, while the Apoſtolick Order 
15 neglected 3 and thoſe who keep 
the Law, extend their » 
Friendſhip to ſuch as M44 wt 
openly forſake it. A 
judicious Writer - has_ related a- 
- mong the. Cauſes, which made the 
- Lacedemonjans (o eminent for their 
Courage in War: That (contrary 
to the uſage of other Nations)- in 
that City, every body was aſhani'd 
'to admit a Coward into the ſame 
Fodgings, or ſo much as permit 
him to bear'a-part with them at 
their Games and Exerciſes. There 
1s 1s no: Law that prohibits civil 
Commerce , -and negotiating with 
openly Vitious Perſons; bat we 
can't contend with them, if our 
Friendſhip embraceth their Per- 
{ons ; 


58+, 4 
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_.. Tons, which they ( and others ) 


o + - will interpret a favouring of their 
--- . Crimes; which alfo ſpread their 


contagiong where a Paſſage. is 0- 
pened by Familiar Converſe.” This 
Confideration induced a celebrated 
_- Pagan Law-giver,. (Cha- 
1599-5: rondas) to enatt a (e- 
xexopunle Vere Law againſt Conver- 
"ſong with bad Men , for 

which, the-gmlry were to be En- 
dited and Poniſh'd : Weitnay fear, 
ſuch Pagans will riſe; up in the 
Judgment againſt many profeſling 
Chriſtians, and condemn thoſe who 
praGice not this Method of repro- 
ving the works of Darknels. 


4 > 
- . 


V. Another Inſtanc&of contend- 
ing with wicked Men, is the affiſt- 
ing of thoſe, whoſe Office obligeth 
_ to. the repreffiing of 'wickednels. 
The ſingle Eye of a Ruler can't 
ſcatter this -threatning Evil, if he 
be not affiſted by the Eyes, and 

; | Hands, 
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ia; and Tongues of others. - I F-5 + 


the Name Sf a, Delator..or | 
2 ormer is become odious z but-(as 

tbe eaſily evincd, if it had 
nt een already done) this infa- 
mous Title,-no ways belongs to 
thoſe, wha,only witneſs concern- 
ing a Criminal A&, which ought 
to be diſcoverd and puniſſit. In 
ſuch Caſes, Silence-and Conceal- 
ment make us. Confederates with 
wicked Men, and partakers with 
- their Sins Surely , none can fix 
an opprobrious Chara&er on the 
Excellent Joſeph, of whom 'tis re- 
lated, Ger. 37. 2. That he brought 
ts. his Father, the Evil report of Gis 
Brethrex, who un juſtly hated him, 
while he exerciſed a real Charity 
to them, as well as diſcharg'd a 
Duty he owed to his Parent. None 
has chargd the Renown- 
ed Chryſoſtom, with being Pu For 
an Informer ;, though ina 
Sermon , wherein he vehemently 
Te- 
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leproveth the Sin of Swearing : He 
tells his Hearers, that after the 
parting of the Afembly he 
largely Diſcourſe eve S, 

he might know who had, and who 
| had not reform'd that Fault : : And 
if I find (faith he) any” who have 
not reform'd , I wilt make them 
known to thoſe who have, to the 
end, that all the Latter may | re- 
prove, ' and corre them who. re- 
main guilty of this Vice. - To 
pubtiſh a ſecret Fault, may on ſome 
— violate the Laws of Cha- 
and Humanity : but how can 
i be blame-worthy, to witneſs a- 
painſt thoſe, who declare their 
own Sin, and hide not their own 
— Shame? - 


"VI. The laſt Inſtance of this 
contendioy with Wicked Men, is 
earneſt.Prayer, and: Supplication to 
God, to obtain fucceſs -to' the Me- 


thods which have been mention- 
ed; 
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ed; andthe - Diyine Influence , 
which *can cffectually repreſs all 
of Wickedneſs. - The Divine 
Al Arm alone, can deſtro 
this many. headed Hydra , which 
often del; NAreth all Human Attempts. 
David, though he liv'd in a State 
that oak provided with the - beſt 
Laws againſt Sin, yet addreſſeth 
to God in a moſtearneſt Petition : 
O bring the wickedneſs of the Wicked 
to an end, Pal. 7. 9. 


- The Jewiſh Writers (whoſe words 
are ſet down by a Learned Writer 
of our own) tell us. 


That in the ſhortPray- \.Þ*: at" a 
er uſed by the High Why 
Prieſt,on the Day of Expiation,this 
was always one Petition. Let xot the 
Prayer of them who break the Law, 
be gathered before Thee, i. e. Let 
not God; by granting the Requeſts 
of Wicked Men, put it into their 
Power, to act their Evil Deſigns. 
When 
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prefitng of Wickedneſs, which 
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When we pray, Let thy Kingdom 
come, this includes the effeftual re- 
{t 
irely oppoſeth the Kingdoſn of 


God, that is, a State gf Purity and - 


Righteouſneſs. 


It only remains, that the.deſcri- 
bed Duty ſhould bepreſgd, and re- 
commended by a few Conlide- 
rations. 


I. In-contending with Wicked 
Men, you; imitate the beſt Exam- 
ples. This Practice is the moſt ho- 
norable Mode, which makes. you 
reſemble the. worthieſt Inhabitants 


of Earth, yea and of Heaven too. 


This was one diſtinguiſhing mark 
of the Prophetsand Apoſtles, whoſe 


- Memory is blefſed : They willing- 


ly endurd- all the Hatred and 


Scorn of a wicked. World, while- 


they contended with it. Who would 
not prefer a likeneſs to fuch He- 
roes, 
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roes,' above any other empty - Ti- 
tles of Honour, with which, other 
Enterprizes-are -rewarded ? . Yea , 
this PraQice js an, imitation of the 
Angels in Heaven, who conſtant- 
ly attend on this thing, and moſt 
readily. obey all the_ Divine Or- 
ders, for the oppoling' of Sin, 'and 
ſtopping the progreſs of it. The 
Angel of the Lord 'miniſtred to the 
Juſtice 'of God, in punifhing the 
- oppreſſion. of Pharoah,:.the Pride 

of David, the Blaſphemy of ' Sena- 
F cherib, and Herod. Laſtly, The 

-Bleffed God himſelf ſets us this Pat- 
term: Who can tead the Word; or 
view the Works of God, without 
diſcerning the Conteſt, in which 
q "he 1s engaged againlt the workers 

-of Iniquity. We of this City and 

'Nation , ought not to forget the 


I tetrible Inſtances of - this Divine 


Procedure: * He' has” contended a- 
I (gaioft 'us, by a waſting Plague,” a 


FJ {devouring Sword, and & confi- 
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ming, Fire. There are Caſes of a 
dubious Nature, in which 'tis poſ- 
ſible, in oppoſing others, we may 
through miſtake, be guilty of con- 
tending againſt God : The wiſe Ga- 
maliel jadg'd it unſate to uſe any 
Violence againſt the firſt Teachers 
of the; Chriſtian Religion, (which 
himſelf ' did not profeſs) becauſe 
there was ground to ſuſpedt, leſt 
thoſe who oppoſed it, ſhould be 
found even to fight againſt God. 
AZ. 5. 39. But in' our contending 
with wicked Men, we are ſafe from 


ſuch a danger, We fight under the]. 


Banner of Heaven, and are imita- 
tors of God himſelf. 


2. Herein, the moſt eminent Love 
to our Country, is ated and fig- 
nalizd. This' noble Diſpoſition 
has prevaiPÞd againſt the ſtronge 
Obje&ions : When the Roman Z5ru- 
tys Condemn'd his own Sons tc 
ah infamous Death, and was 

SpeCta 
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SpeQator of the» Execution; ' this 
ACt is reſolv'd into this Principle. 
Vicit ' amor patrie. Wicked” Men 
are certainly Enemies to the -Pub- 
lick Good, by provoking. God: to 
withdraw his Proteftion, which 'is 
more neceſlary_to our common In- 
tereſt, than either the Weapons, or 
Sinew | of War. When - the Iſra- 
elites heard, that two whole Tribes 
and a half, had: done ſomething, 
which only appear'd a -Rebelling 

againſt the Lord: 'tis related Wy 
the. whole Congregation of the. Chil- 
dren of Iſrael gathered themſelves to- 


_ gether, to go up to War againſt thoſe 


whom they ſulpeed guilty ; upon 


which ' ſuppoſition , -'they'; conclu- 


ded, that the Lord "would be wroth 
with the whole Congregation of lirael. 
Joſh. _ 22. 18. Which Concluſion, 
they prove by an unqueſtiogable 
Inſtance, 'viz. Achan ; who' com- 
mitied a Treſpaſs in the accurſed 
thing, and Wrath fell on all the 
D 2 Con- 
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Congregation of .Ifrael, and that Man 
pero not lone. 714 his Tniquity. 
verſe 26. Tf ungodly Perſons did 
hurt only Fae. there might 
be ſome pretext for indulging and 
conniving at them.; but the caſe 
* is. otherwile, they, do a real harm 
ta; the Community, of which they 
are Members... , _ (a, proper 
Judge of this, Matter, bis. Regal 
Office aflifting, him, to obſerve the 
dangers of the'State,) hath "fed, 
That Seornful;;#. ee; Eg > Mes 
bring a.City inta;a,S#4 
If an ſhould, cenſure the: 95 
and iUnjon in. this, Reforming, De 
lign,, of thoſe, whole, Senti 
are not quite ;the {ame in, ſome fer 
things, they . forget \the plain Ob- 
ligation of a joint oppoſing a.com- 
mon'Enemy. ;; Wicked Men are not 
Alverfaries to-one Part,., or ,Order 
of: Chriſtians ( of diſtin&t. deno- 
minations 3 )) They {trike at the 


Cauſe of Religion in general , 
and 
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and if it lay in their power, would 
not leave aChriſtianChurch'inBerng. 
Our common Rule obligeth vs to a- 
gree 1n. defending the Cauſe ' of 
Religion, againſt all who ' ſeek 
to . ruime 1t - and (in profecutin 
this Deſign ,- we exerciſe a” rea 
Kindneſs to our Country ;/ "and 
contribute to- the Welfare' and Th- 
tereſt of the whole' Nation. ' The 
Roman Hiſtory ' relates, that 'the 
Variarice: of their two Orders, P4- 
trician and  Plebeian, did forme 
times endanger that State ; but whett 
their: Cantefts were '' the highett, 
the appearing of a Commort'Frie- 
my Ne .unite them 5 ' the flamiti 
War that threatned the whole"Bv- 
dy, did melt the divided pieces 
into onge 1590-0! 

ron Edd rt 4 Ag Wi 
' 3+ There is enicotiraging Hope of 
Succeſs: 'in_ this © contending + wittt 
wicked' Men. Sz, is in-its ow 
Nature, a weak and feeble thing, 
| D 3 like 
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like Darkneſs,” which flies at the 
approach of Light. Indeed, the 
Number, - and; boldneſs of Evil 
Men, joined . with the faint en- 
deavours usd againſt them, give 
an appearance: of- Strength to their 
- Cauſe, but it can't ſtand its ground, 
When it meetsa viporousOppoſition. 
How. can- that be ſtrong which is 
ſupported by Lies and Falſhood, ' 
and hath the Wiſdom and Power of 
God engaged againſt it ? This City 
has already ſeen.'the good effect of 
thoſe Methods, which have been 
usd'in Executing the. Laws made 
againſt Prophaneneſs and Immora- 
lity.-;; The Vices of Swearing, Un- 
clkaneſs, and Violation of the Lords 
Day;, don't now ſhew themſelves 
ſo openly as formerly they did. 
And though ſome begin to hope, 
that- they ſhall -be indulged” in 
fuch Evil Practiſes, we''truſt the 
Care and Piety- of our Honour- 
able '. Magiſtrates, will _ 
we bY | this 
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this impudent ExpeCtation : And 
that the Example ſet in this great 
City, will influence other places 
of the Nation , to undertake a. 
Deſign of Repreſling Vices, and 
Impicties, which hath the praying 
Wiſhes. of all Good Men, and the 
Promiſe of Divine Afſliſtance, which 0 
can overcome all Oppoſition made 
againſt it. 
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BOOKS Printed for , Thomas 
Parkhurſt at the Bible avd Three 
Crowns, ear Mercer's Chappel 
7n Cheaplide. 


HE Life and Death of Mr. = 
+ Henry, late Miniſter of Whitchurc 
m Shropſhire, © The Second Edition. 

Four Sermons Preach'd to .the Soci- 
eties, for the Reformation of Man- 
ners, viz. by Mr. How, Mr. Burgeſs, Mr. 
Sylveſter, Mr. Spademan. 

Of Remembrance and Imitation of 
Deceaſed Hoty Ronlers- -—-A--Sermon 
Preach'd at Roterdam the Day of Her 
Majeſties Funeral, by John Spademan. 

A Sermon Preach'd on the late Day 
of Thankſgiving, Decemb. 2. 1697. To 
which is Prefhix*d Dr. Bates's Congratula- 
tory Speech to the King. 

A Funeral Sermon on the Death of 
that Pious Gentlewoman | Mrs. Judith 
Hammond, late Wife of the Reverend 
Mr. George Hammond, Miniſter of the 
- Goſpel in\Zondor. b 
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| Books Printed for Thomas Parkhurſt; 


Of Thoughtfulneſs for the Morrow. 
With atiz Appendix concerning the ims 
moderate Deſire of foreknowing Things 
to'come. 

Of Charity in Reference to- ather 
Mens Sins. 

A Sermon. direQting what we are.to 
do after a ſtrit Enquiry whether or no 
we truly love God. 

A Calm and Sober Enquiry concerny 
ing the Poſſibility of a Trinity it» the 
Godhead. 

The Carnality of Religious Conten, 
tion. In two Sermons Preach'd ar; 
Merchants. LeQure in Broadſtreet, 

The Redeemer”s Tears wept over loſt 
Souls, in a Treatiſe on Luke 19. 41, 42. - 
With an Appendix, wherein ſomewhat 
is occaſionglly Diſcourſed concerning the 
SIN againſOthe Holy Ghoſt, and how 
God is ſaid to Will the Salyatiou of them 
that periſh, 

A Funeral Sermon for Mrs, ESter 
Sampſon, the late Wife of Mr. Hepry 
Sampſon, Dottox of, Phylick, who Pied 
Novem..2.4. 168g. .. - . 

A Letter to a Friend: concerning, yt 
Poſtſcript to the Defence'of Dr. Sherlock's - 
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Notion of the Trinity in Unity, rela- 
ting to the Calm and Sober Enquiry up- 
on the ſame Snbject. 

A View of that Part of the late Con- 
ſiderations Addreſt to #. H. about the 


 . Trinity: Which concerns the Sober En- 


quiry on that Subjet. All theſe Eleven 
by Mr. John Howe. 

Navigation fſpiritualiz'd , or;a -new 
Compaſs for Seamen, coniiſting of Thir- 
ty Two Points of pleaſant Obſervations, 
profitable Applications, ſerious RefleQi- 
ons, all. concluded with ſo many ſpiri- 
tual Poems, @&c. 
| Two Treatiſes, the firſt -of Fear, the 
ſecond, theRighteous Mans Refuge in the 
Evil Day.. © | ; 

A Saint indeed, the great Work of 
a Chriſtian, - 

A Touchſtone of Sincerity, or Signs 
of Grace, and Symptoms of Hypocri- 
ſie, being the ſecond Part of the Saint 
indeed. | —p 

A Token for Motraers, or boundarics 
for Sorrow for the Death of Friends. 

* Husbandry ſpiritualiz'd : or the Hea- 
yenly uſe of Earthly Things. 


T he 
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The Divine Condu®, or Myſtery of 
Providence, its Being and Efficacy aſler- 
ted and vindicated : All the Methods of | 
Providence in our Courſe of Life open'd, 
with DireCtions how to apply and im- 
prove them. All theſe Seven by Mr. 
John Flavel. 4 

A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſubſtanti- 
ation, ; 

Thirteen Sermons on ſeveral Texts. 

Defenſative Armour againſt four of 
Satans fiery Darts, viz. Temptations to 
Atheiſtical and Blaſphemous Impreſſions 
and Thoughts, Selt-Murther, Deſpair 
and Preſumption, 

A Reaſonable Account, why ſorne Pi- 

ousNon-conformingMiniſters in England, 
. judge it ſinful for them to perform their 
Miniſterial Aqts, in publick ſolemn 
Prayer, by the preſcribed Forms of 
others. 

A Supplement to the Reaſonable Ac- 
COUnt. 

The Vindication of Liturgies, Pub- 
liſhed by Dr. Falkner, proved no Vin- 
dication. 

The Weavers Pocket: Book, or Wea- 
ving ſpiritualiz'd, ia a. Diſc ourſe, where- 
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in Mex. it'that .Occupatian,/are inſtraift, 
<d howto raiſe Heavenly bemp==or eh 
Trout ſeveral Parts, of their work... 


Bapriſm. 4 2 

An Exercitation on that Caſe of Gon+, 
ſcience, viz Whether it be lawful"for 
2'Perſon-to”AR to the Opi- 


bra of hisown Conſtience formed from 


Ppear to him Hob, 
tbough | ſe" 3 7 and 4 


Intercourſes/of Divine Cas: Rr a 
Chriſt "and /the Church, or the: particu- 
lay believing Soul, open'd and improv'd 
indeveraliLeftures upon the firſt and ſe- 
cond..Chaper:of: the Canticles, in. Two 
All :theſe. Eleven: by Fobn Col 
bnges, D. D. ” 
- The: Friendly [nterpoſer between the 
Anthors of thoſe Papers; the one called, 
# Repart,” the | other call'-uA Rebulke of -* 
that Report. nprteties Rebel > 3 
between” the Presbyterians and. PE _—F 
abs. LOI Artes He: 5 NIN, 


